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Southern belle
takes the stage

Melinda Ham

ort Hacking is often de-

scribed as “Sydney’s forgot-

ten waterway”, tucked
26 kilometres south of the city, just
below Cronulla. Althoughiitis one of
Sydney’s smaller waterways (only
11 square kilometres) it's a haven for
sailors, kayakers and fishermen.

The exclusive waterfront suburbs
to the north and the more isolated
communities of Maianbar and Bun-
deena and the Royal National Park
to the south share this unpolluted
bay. Visitors and residents alike
explore the area by tinnie, luxury
yacht, sailboat, kayak, car or foot,

Before white settlement, the
Aboriginal people of the Dharawal
nation used the area as a site of
feasting and celebration, The first
Europeans destroyed many of their
middens, shipping the shells to
Milsons Point to use as mortar for
building construction, but at
Jibbon Point on Port Hacking's
southern shore near Bundeena, you
can still see rock engravings depict-
ing killer whales, stingrays, turtles
and kangaroos.

Soon after the landing of the First
Fleet, the first European to set eyes
on the area was Midshipman John
Aicken and the bay was known
initially as Port Aicken.

A few years later, Henry Hacking,
a quartermaster who led many
hunting expeditions searching for
bush meat to supplement the sel-
tlers’ meagre rations, stumbled on
what later became Hacking River at

the western edge of the water body,
in 1795. He told Matthew Flinders
about his discovery and this turned
out to be a fortuitous tip. In April
1796, Flinders and George Bass were
sailing down the south coastin their
boat, Tom Thumb II, and reached
Lake Illawarra, On their return voy-
age Flinders ducked in to the
sheltered bay he'd heard about to
avoid a violent storm.

Flinders honourably named the
area Port Hacking instead of Port
Flinders because he knew Hacking
had been there ahead of him and he
spent a few days mapping the area
before returning to Sydney,

Because Flinders's expedition did
not find any source of fresh water,
Port Hacking wasn't recommended
for settlement. The first permanent
European settlers didn't arrive at
Bundeena for another 35 years,

Further settlement followed in
nearby Maianbar in 1841 and at
Simpsons Bay in the 1870s -
Simpson House still stands today in
the Bonnie Vale camping ground.

This gradual development of the
water’s edge encouraged the gov-
ernment to preserve the rest of the
southern shore of Port Hacking, cre-
ating the national park, the
country's first, in 1879, encom-
passing. 15,014 hectares stretching
inland and south along the ocean.

Today, the northern shore of Port
Hacking is built up with the suburbs
of Cronulla, Burraneer, Dolans Bay,
Port Macking, Lilli Pilli, Caringbah
South, Yowie Bay and Grays Point.

Thisarea also boasts several yacht
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The Royal National Park has a
staggering 100 kilometres of walklng
tracks (environment.nsw.govau),

Another option is the 26-kilometre

coastal track from Bundeena south
to Otford. For a private walkmg tour,
see royalcoastwalks.comau.

with its thriving artistic community.
Studio open days are held the first
Sunday of the month as well as local
markets. See arttrail.com.au. Also
phone Cronulla Ferries, 9523 2990
or see cronullaferries.com.au to

view the timetable,



